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This presentation examines an extract of a conversation on YouTube
between Adyashanti, a popular Zen Buddhist teacher, and one of his
students at a retreat. I first provide a basic introduction to the
notions of metaphor and blending before discussing the benefits of
focusing on how believers conceptualize their beliefs at particular
moments in an exchange. The analysis of the extract will then attempt to
show this in action as Adyashanti integrates references to Jesus into
figurative ways of expressing Buddhist ideas to create a synthesis that
both appeals to his target audience while addressing a challenging

question.
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